
MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
MAY 15, 2018 

 
Mr. Kiley called the meeting to order in the Senior Center at 6 PM with Mr. Petraitis and 
Mr. Tripp also present. 
 

I. REORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD  
Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, a motion to elect Mr. Kiley as Chairman. 
So voted.  Mr. Kiley moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, a motion to elect Mr. Petraitis as 
vice-chair.  So voted.  Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Kiley seconded, a motion to elect 
Mr. Tripp as Clerk.  So voted.   
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 May 1, 2018 
Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Kiley seconded, a motion to approve these minutes as 
written.  So voted, with Mr. Tripp abstaining. 
 

 May 8, 2018 
Mr. Tripp moved, and Mr. Kiley seconded, a motion to approve these minutes as 
written.  So voted, with Mr. Petraitis abstaining. 

 
III.  APPROVAL OF WARRANTS 

 School Warrant #1052 for $47,960.40 

 General Warrant #1053 for $71,738.10 

 Payroll Warrant #23 for $308,674.96 
Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, a motion to approve these warrants.  So 
voted. 
 
IV.  FINANCIAL ITEMS 

A. Transfer requests  
The Board reviewed a request to transfer $459.21 from the Streetlighting Account to the 
Town House Oil Account. (Attachment #1) Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, 
a motion to approve the transfer.  So voted. 
 
The Board reviewed a request to transfer $5,656.00 within various Fire Department 
accounts. (Attachment #2) Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, a motion to 
approve the transfer.  So voted. 
 

B. Reserve Fund request 
The Board reviewed a request for a Reserve Fund transfer of $3,035 to the Veteran’s 
Benefits Account. (Attachment #3) Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, a 
motion to approve the transfer.  So voted. 
 
 
 
 



V.  OLD BUSINESS 
A.  Smith Hanson Road pole petition @ 6:15  

Because there was no one from National Grid present, this hearing will be postponed 
until May 29th. 
 
VI.  NEW BUSINESS 

A. Appointment of part-time police officers 
Police Chief Mark Smith was present to introduce Kyle Cassavant as his candidate to 
be a part-time officer.  Mr. Cassavant is a North Brookfield resident, and is enrolled in 
the Criminal Justice program at Quinsigamond Community College.  Mr. Petraitis 
moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, a motion to appoint Mr. Cassavant.  So voted.   
 

B. Request for one-day liquor license 
The Selectmen reviewed an application from Fire Chief Joe Holway to serve alcohol at 
the June 23rd “pay night” supper. (Attachment #4) Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp 
seconded, a motion to approve the license.  So voted. 
 

C. Police report 
Police Chief Smith reviewed his reports for the months of March and April. (Attachment 
#5 and #6) The Chief reported 72 incidents in March and 45 in April.  Mr. Petraitis 
moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, a motion to accept both reports.  So voted. 
  

D. Fire report 
Fire Chief Holway gave his report for the month of April.  Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. 
Tripp seconded, a motion to accept the report.  So voted. 
 
Chief Holway stated that the Fire Department would like to hold a “Boot Drive” on May 
26th from 8 AM to noon to collect funds for the relief fund.  Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. 
Tripp seconded, a motion to approve the drive.  So voted. 
 

E. Highway report 
Highway Superintendent Jason Benoit reviewed his quarterly report for January thru 
March. (Attachment #7) Mr. Benoit reported on the activities of his department, including 
snow removal and the repair of 16 catch basins from Oakham Road to the New 
Braintree town line.  Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, a motion to accept 
the report.  So voted.   
 

F. Letter from Richard Ferguson 
The Selectmen reviewed a letter from resident Richard Ferguson asking that a 
streetlight near his home on Barnes Road be turned on. (Attachment #8) Included with 
the letter was a check for $150.00 to pay for the light.  The Board voted to create a 
policy to allow residents to pay for streetlights.  Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp 
seconded, a motion to turn on the streetlight on Pole #70 on Barnes Road.  So voted. 
 
 
 



G. Senior Center rental policy 
The Board reviewed the current application and policies regarding rental of the senior 
center. (Attachment #9) Mr. Kiley presented a draft policy to be discussed at the next 
meeting. 
   
Mr. Kiley also presented a draft policy regarding employee sick leave buyback to be 
discussed at the next meeting. 
 

H. Town House tours 
Mr. Kiley noted that the Friends of the Town House have again requested to be allowed 
to give tours of the Town House on Memorial Day.  Mr. Tripp asked about potential 
liability.  Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp seconded, a motion to allow the tours.  So 
voted. 
 

I.    CMRPC survey 
This item will be deferred until the next meeting.      
               
VII.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Hydrant Flushing schedule  
Mr. Petraitis noted that the Water Department will be flushing hydrants through the end 
of this week. 
 

B. Planning Board hearing notice 
Mr. Tripp read a hearing notice from the Planning Board regarding a public hearing to 
be held on Wednesday, May 16th at 7:15 PM on the applications of NB Development 
LLC to build solar facilities on property owned by Brookfield Orchards, and on property 
owned by the Hanrahan and Gustafson families.   
 

C. VFW Poppy Drive  
Mr. Kiley announced that the VW Post 3439 will be selling poppies at Cumberland 
Farms on Thursday May 17and Friday May 18, and at the Post Office on Saturday May 
19. 

D. Dog License reminder 
Mr. Petraitis announced that dog licenses are now available from the Town Clerk.  
There will be a $5 late fee after June 1st.   

 
VIII.  PENDING/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
See attached list 

 
IX.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Mr. Kiley announced that the public has the opportunity to briefly comment through the 
Chairman, with a two-minute limit. 

 
X.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was no Executive Session scheduled. 
 



There being no further business, at 8:20 PM Mr. Petraitis moved, and Mr. Tripp 
seconded, a motion to adjourn.  So voted. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
John Tripp, Clerk 

 
 
 

PROJECT STATUS AND PENDING/FUTURE SELECTMEN’S AGENDA ITEMS  
 
PROJECT          STATUS  
Aztec/Mass Dev grant  Pending  
Solar contracts on Municipal Property      Pending  
Personnel policies                    In progress 
Electric aggregation          Pending 
Town House restoration project       FOTH Capital Campaign 
Bates Observatory                    Pending 
Cable license renewal         Pending 
Disabilities Commission         Pending  
 
 


