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Selectmen sign contract for master plan services 

Foyle gives update on Aztec site

BY MATT REYNOLDS

NEW LEADER STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The town inched closer toward its goal of developing a master plan last Tuesday, as the Board of Selectmen signed a contract with Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission for professional assistance with the second phase of the project.

The bill for services provided during the second phase is $31,150, but a $2,500 CMRPC Town Planning Grant and a $25,076 Smart Growth Technical Assistance grant from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs will defray the bulk of the cost, leaving the town responsible for a $3,000 portion.

CMRPC has until Dec. 31, 2007, to complete the services specified in its contract with North Brookfield.

During the second phase, CMRPC will collaborate with the town’s Master Plan Committee to host a pair of public forums. All available public policy options will be outlined for the public during the first discussion period, and at the second forum, members of the public will evaluate a completed draft of the master plan.

Issues to be addressed during the second stage of the master plan’s formation include conservation of open spaces to preserve the town’s rural character, traffic patterns on the town’s major roadways, and goals for future residential and commercial development.

Also during the meeting, Selectman James Foyle announced that he had met with officials from the Department of Environmental Protection in Worcester to investigate the possibility of softening the asbestos remediation requirements attached to the redevelopment of an abandoned parcel in downtown North Brookfield.

But the former home of the now defunct Aztec Industries and the future home of what Foyle calls the North Brookfield Business Center will remain under the existing remediation requirements, selectmen said.

As asbestos manufacturer for more than 60 years, Aztec Industries suffered an economic downturn in the 1980s, when concerns over the health hazards associated with asbestos products ravaged the industry. After declaring bankruptcy in 1985, the company abruptly vacated its nine-building complex on the patch of land bordered by School Street, Grove Street and South Common Street.

Through a grant from the federal Environmental Protection Agency, the town was eventually able to dismantle the structure and ferry the debris to a special landfill. But the contaminated soil thwarted plans to rehabilitate the site as a profitable and more aesthetically pleasing center of commerce. 

Additional grant monies provided the town with the financial resources to develop and implement a strategy of asbestos remediation. At the board meeting, Foyle said the town had recently applied for another $200,000 asbestos remediation grant from the EPA.

The big breakthrough, however, came one month ago when the Massachusetts Development Finance Agency listed the old Aztec Industries site as one of five abandoned commercial properties eligible to receive up to $2 million in state aid, an amount that should cover most of the expenses otherwise borne by potential developers.

Foyle said the property had already attracted substantial interest, but he assured the townspeople that the board would not haphazardly award the space to developers without scrutinizing how their business plans would impact the town’s long-term goals. He also said the decision would be made with an eye toward boosting the profitability of other down town businesses and spearheading further commercial development of the downtown.

Selectmen postponed discussion on a Capital Planning Committee Study Committee, in the interest of giving townspeople an additional two weeks to consider volunteering for membership. Currently, the study group has three members — Jim Metcalf, Larry Walter and Francis Lamothe — but the board is considering expanding that number to five.

At the Nov. 10 special town meeting, voters tabled a motion to establish a 13-member Capital Improvement Planning Committee, opting instead to have a study committee appointed by the Board of Selectmen take the matter under advisement.

The proposal divided both the townspeople and the Board of Selectmen, with Chairman James Caldwell divulging his opposition to the Capital Improvement Planning Committee at the outset of the debate.

Some residents argued that the proposed committee would only furnish an already overextended town government with an unnecessary layer of bureaucracy, while others said it was an essential step toward prioritizing long-range capital projects. But some proponents of the measure recommended downsizing the committee from 13 members to five, reasoning that a larger group could easily be handcuffed by internal disagreements.

The Study Committee will be responsible for tailoring the state template for capital planning groups to better reflect the size and character of North Brookfield.

In other business, selectmen announced the appointments of Corey Buzzell and Nick Dupre to the North Brookfield Emergency Management Agency.

The board also announced that the annual Christmas on the Common festivities will be held on Saturday, Dec. 23, from noon to 3 p.m. on the North Brookfield common.

In case of rain, the event, sponsored by the North Brookfield High School Student Council and North Brookfield Playground Committee, will be relocated to the elementary school cafeteria.
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