Aztec, PD projects facing delays

BOARD CO-CHAIR 'DISAPPOINTED' IN BOS VOTE


NEW LEADER STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The cochairman of the Police Building Committee said he is "disappointed"

with the Board of Selectmen's vote last week to locate a new police station on a side street, instead of a

main thoroughfare in the downtown area.

Meanwhile, errors were discovered in the process of finding an architect to design the police station

and a company to do a feasibility study for the North Brookfield Downtown Development Project

(the former Aztec Industries property on Grove Street). Officials said they did not believe that would delay

either project too much.

Despite the Police Building Committee's recommendation that a new home for the Police Department

should be located either at the corner of School and Grove Street or next to town-owned housing on

School Street, selectmen voted 2-1 Tuesday, April 1 to recommend the police station be built on South
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North Brookfield projects face delays because of RFP errors

Common Street, behind the North Brookfield Housing Authority Complex and along one edge of the

Aztec property. "It preserves the majority of the  marketability of the rest of the property," said Selectmen

Chairman James Foyle, also a member of the North Brookfield Downtown Development Committee (which is seeking a buyer for the Aztec property). 

Selectman James Caldwell told the New Leader Monday, April 7 he cast the lone vote against the South

Common Street location "because I don't feel it's the right place on the property for the police station."

Caldwell explained that putting the police station on Grove Street would "keep it on a principal

street" in town, and visible from School Street (a main thoroughfare into and out of downtown), while

South Common Street is a "side street" where the station would not have been easily visible.

The South Common Street site also would have restricted the size of the police station, Caldwell said

— something the Police Building Committee's proposed sites would not have faced.

Hevy agreed, saying earlier this week the South Common Street  site is "really out of the way."

"I'm not pleased," he said of the Board of Selectmen's decision. "I'm really disappointed in it. The

selectmen asked for two recommendations.  We gave them two recommendations."  Hevy also said the Grove Street

site was recommended by the Planning Board to alleviate possible safety issues with emergency

vehicles leaving and entering the police station if it were located on South Common Street.

RFP PROBLEMS

In spite of the selectmen's vote last week, both the Police Building Committee and the North

Brookfield Downtown Development Committee have been seeking companies to continue

their respective projects — and hit some roadblocks along the way. The Downtown Development

Committee, working with the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC),

sent out a request for proposals (RFP) for a company to do a marketability and feasibility study of

the Aztec property. The goal, Foyle said in a previous interview, is to maximize the amount of land that could be sold

to a developer. The proceeds, he said, could be used for other projects in town, including a new highway

barn and remodeling the current  highway facility for use by the Fire Department.  The RFP was done in two parts,

Foyle told the New Leader Sunday, April 6: the work interested companies would perform, and the cost

for that work. However, Foyle said, when CMRPC employees opened the bids recently, they opened both

parts at the same time, instead of opening the specifications first, then the bids. Foyle said the RFP was written

that way so the people looking at the specifications "would be solely looking at the specifications without

having a cost factor influence their decision."  Because of the mistake in the bid opening, Foyle said, the RFP for the

feasibility study will be sent out again.  "They are going to accept the cost of it because it was their error," he said.

The Police Building Committee sent out its own RFP seeking a company to design the police station.

However, the notice did not appear in the Central Register, a state publication that lists "state, county and municipal contracts being put out to bid for the design,  construction and reconstruction of public facilities in the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts," states a page on the Web site for the Secretary of State,which publishes

the Central Register. Hevy said he uploaded the notice to the Central Register's database, but "for some reason it did not go through. ... I have no idea what happened to it, why it didn't go through. Hevy said he submitted the

notice again Monday, April 7, and it should appear in the April 16 Central Register. The deadline for architects to submit proposals is 10 a.m. May 1. Within a week of the deadline, Hevy said, the Police Building Committee will go

through the responses and begin the interview process.  As the committees wait for responses to their RFPs, cleanup

work could begin soon on the North Brookfield Downtown Development Project property, Foyle said. The work would be funded through two $200,000 grants the town received from the Environmental Protection Agency — one given two years ago, the other presented to the town Monday, April 7.  Foyle said sending the RFP out again would "move the whole thing back six to eight weeks."  For the police station project, Hevy said the Building Committee is "doing everything we can to keep this project going [and] keep it on budget."  He added work could start on the new facility (which would replace the current police station, located in a former bar on Summer Street since the Town House closed in 2002) "close to the start of the fall" of this year.
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