North Brookfield’s big-ticket items under official microscope

By Taryn Plumb

Correspondent

	NORTH BROOKFIELD - Finance committee members

have announced that they will audit town departments

with the highest operating budgets in an attempt

to pare down town spending.

That includes the water department, the sewer

department, the highway department and the school

department said James Foyle, chairman of the North

Brookfield Board of selectmen. As part of the process,

finance committee members will analyze the various

departments’ budgets and will work with their respective

employees to reduce costs.

The committee laid out these plans at the selectmen’s

meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 15.

“There are certain things that we have to look at this

year that are causing us concern,” said Foyle, noting

increasing health care and fuel costs. “Our revenues are

not keeping pace with these rising factors.”

But at the same time, he said, the town has to maintain

livable wages for its employees.

Although he noted that the town is always within

budget, officials are attempting to stay on that path by

studying the numbers and monitoring spending practices,

following recommendations from the state

Department of Revenue. Those guidelines include

finalizing the budget on time and planning in advance

for extra costs.
	Foyle said officials also want to view the budget as a

planned event rather than something that’s done piecemeal

at the last minute.

The finance committee is now assigning its own

individual members to work with the various town

departments.

In other news, officials are putting together a request

for proposals (RFP) for marketing work regarding the

former Aztec Industries, Inc. property, located at the

intersection of School and Grove streets. The state

Department of Housing and Community Development

recently gave the town a $44,900 feasibility grant to

pay for a marketing study on the downtown property

and determine what type of business enterprises would

be most successful there.

The town also received three responses to RFPs for

a temporary police station and temporary town offices.

According to Foyle, officials are now looking through

the proposals to determine the benefits and drawbacks

of each, as well as what would be the least expensive

option.

Officials do not yet have a ballpark figure for the

cost of either project, according to Foyle. “If we can

have more for less, that’s the key,” he noted.

But the process will be speedy, he said; officials

would like to make a decision on a contractor/developer

within a month. That way, the temporary sites could

up by June or July, he said


