Voters reject BOS plan for police station

RENAMING OF MAIN STREET WILL NOT OCCUR

	BY CHRISTOPHER TANGUAY

NEW LEADER STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The debate over the location of the new North Brookfield police facility was the main point of conversation at the Annual Town Meeting

Friday, May 9.


	Police Building Committee Co-

Chairman Eric Hevy gave a short

presentation on the history of the

project and the conflict it is currently

facing: the question of where to put the $3.1 million facility.  The Board of Selectmen voted April 1 to place the building on a lot on South Common Street — a location the Building Committee has strongly objected to over the last month.


	Other possible sites, also in the

Downtown Development area, formerly known as the Aztec property, considered for construction were a plot on the corner of Grove and School streets and one more centrally located on Grove Street.  The vote of the selectmen came prior to the completion of a mar-
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ketability study, which would determine the location that would be most socially and financially beneficial to the town, anchoring other retail businesses to utilize

space in the Downtown Development area.  According to Selectmen Chairman James Foyle, the decision was made at that time because the study was delayed by the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning

Commission, which would have disrupted a timeline that had been set for the project.  According to Stephen Cummings, a member of both the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Planning

Board’s own assessment of the plots of land yielded a unanimous vote for the Grove Street location. That was based strongly on the fact, Cummings said, that the South Common plot has only 160 feet of frontage, while 220 feet is required.  “Under our bylaw right now, it’s not allowed to be there,” Cummings said of

South Common Street. Other concerns over the South Common
	locale touched on by both Cummings and

Hevy include the possibility of a sewer line

that, according to the Sewer Commission,

may actually run under the parking lot of

the neighboring North Brookfield Housing

Authority, as well as an underground brook

that may traverse the property and underlying

rock ledge that would add additional

expenditures to the cost of site preparation.

A nonbinding poll was taken of the residents

in attendance at the meeting, and 71

voted for the facility to be located on the

corner of School and Grove streets, while

28 opted for the Grove Street location and

only five backed the South Common location.

“I’m not going to initiate any action on

it,” Foyle said following the meeting when

asked if those results would make him

reconsider the 2-1 vote of the selectmen.

“I’ll consider what they’re saying, but

I’m not overly moved by it,” Foyle added.

Another debated topic was the article

requesting the words “North” and “South”

be removed from either end of Main Street,

making it one continuous thoroughfare
	Former Selectman Robert Lane said the

prefixes of “North” and “South” are “a

wrong that needs to be righted.”

According to Fire Chief James Black, the

“North” and “South” descriptions on Main

Street are extremely helpful to the Fire

Department, especially when fielding

nighttime calls.

The voters disagreed with Lane, outvoting

him nearly unanimously to keep North

Main Street and South Main Street the way

they are.

Five separate articles were postponed

either to the June 20 meeting or indefinitely,

while other articles approved last week

entitled the selectmen to accept gifts of

land or other property given to the town,

and to apply for and spend any state or federal

grant money that may be available to

the town. Revolving accounts were also set

up for different uses by the Council on

Aging, Fire Department and Planning

Board.

Christopher Tanguay may be reached at

(508) 909-4144, or by e-mail at

ctanguay@stonebridgepress.com.


