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         June 30, 2020 
 
    **FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** 
 

The Organizers of the North Brookfield 4th of July event intended it to be limited to the 
residents of North Brookfield. It was only publicized in one place- on the Citizens for a Better 
North Brookfield Facebook page which by its rules is restricted to residents of North Brookfield. 
The organizers expected less than 250 people from within the town to be on the 4.2-acre parcel 
of the Town Common throughout the day. Ample space for outdoor, socially distanced activity 
that presented less of a public health risk to the participants than the recent protests whose 
participants walked along a sidewalk and crowded onto a small church parcel or from the 
concentration of unmasked beach goers on a tiny gravel beach on Brooks Pond, neither of which 
the Board of Health raised public health concerns over.  

 
For overtly hypocritical and purely political reasons, the BOH opposed this small event 

as a serious public health threat. When the Board of Health’s complaints and pleas to every level 
of state government failed to stop the event, because the event is permissible under the 
Governor’s current orders and guidelines and falls squarely within the Governor’s political 
expression exemption, the BOH enlisted political operatives to contact the news media. By 
alerting the news media from Worcester to Boston, the Board of Health alerted thousands of 
people to the existence of this event and effectively invited thousands of potential visitors to 
crowd into our small town thereby creating a true public health risk and an unmanageable public 
safety threat. 

 
The Board of Selectmen are cognizant of the incendiary times in which we are living and 

unlike the members of the Board of Health who seem arbitrarily concerned with public health 
only when it fits their political ideology, we will not expose our residents to the public health and 
public safety risks artificially created by the BOH’s unconstitutional silencing of the free 
expression of their neighbors.  

 
Therefore, the Board of Selectmen have decided to postpone this event to a date yet to be 

determined.  We apologize to the many people who donated their time, effort and funds to this 
event and to everyone who was looking forward to enjoying the day.       

       
North Brookfield Board of Selectmen 

       


